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SHORT SYNOPSIS

In a world in which the past, present, and future unfold simultaneously, REVERSION tells the tale of Eva, a woman desperately trying to avoid a destiny in which she kills Marcus, the man she loves.  Part gritty road movie, part lo-fi science fiction, part love story; REVERSION traverses the sprawling landscape of Los Angeles in search of fate, free will, and the nature of morality.


LONG SYNOPSIS

Los Angeles.  Another reality.  A swath of humanity is afflicted by a genetic mutation that prevents them from delineating time: the past, present, and future unfold simultaneously.  The result is a savage, fractured society in which the genetic mutants possess no moral values, no regard for right and wrong, and no fear of death.  There are no consequences to their actions; free will is an illusion.

REVERSION follows the story of EVA, a genetic mutant who longs for a normal life.  After her surrogate son, RAY, disappears during a violent encounter in a supermarket parking lot, Eva runs into MARCUS, a past and future lover with fatalistic tendencies.  As time collapses around her, Eva realizes that she will kill this man in a fit of rage.  Determined to change her fate, Eva asks Marcus to accompany her to The Beach, where a rumored cure can be found for their affliction.  Marcus is skeptical – he doesn’t need or want a cure.  But he loves Eva and wants to be near her, so he agrees to go along for the ride.

The journey takes longer than expected – obstacles seem to multiply by the moment – but they finally reach their destination.  Eva connects with a mysterious surf-guru named Nick, who advises her to abandon her gun in the sand.  He does not, however, have any easy answers for her.  Nick suggests that Marcus stay behind and spend some time in the water, but he tells Eva it wouldn’t do any good for her to stay.  Reluctantly, Eva leaves the beach and Marcus refuses to stay behind.

Eva takes Marcus back to her commune.  The housemates are unhappy with Marcus’ presence and vote to kick him out.  Eva ignores the request.  Feeling empowered by her brief visit to the beach, Eva insists that she can change the future and choose NOT to kill Marcus when the time comes.  Their happiness is short-lived, however.  When Ray returns just as mysteriously as he disappeared, he sets off a chain of events that force Marcus and Eva into a brutal confrontation.  In a single moment, human frailty, free will, and the nature of time collide to complete Eva’s quest for redemption and self-determination.






Q & A with Writer / Director Mia Trachinger

1. Please explain your inspiration and point of view when writing REVERSION?
I found inspiration for my film in our country’s current political log-jam; of not being able to move forward. The BP Oil Spill, Afghanistan, Democrats vs. Republicans, it feels like these situations are somehow déjà vu – that our leaders are in a loop that they can’t escape. They can’t learn from the past, can’t move forward through care for the future. They’re behaving as though they have no perspective, as though there are no stakes, like my characters, the mutants. It makes me ask the question - what if we were all “stuck” like the mutants, without time - with no true regard for the past, no consideration for the future, no sense of cause and effect - how would our society function?

I was also inspired by the work of New Zealand physicist Peter Lynds, who theorizes that time doesn’t exist and that humans evolved to recognize it. When I heard him speak, I knew there was a world there to explore.

2. What made this project come together and be a success?
For an independent film on this budget level it really came down to the wonderful creative people associated with the production – from my collaborator and producer Rebecca Sonnenshine to the incredible PA’s we had on set. We definitely had the best PA’s in town. And then crazy amazing people came to the project: casting director Elizabeth Campbell, introduced to us through casting director Brad Gilmore via our friend/supporter Justin Lin, loved the script and found our wonderful cast.

3. How do you want the audience to feel after they have seen the film? 
I want them to go out and have the need to talk about the film over dinner, over a drink – that the film is provocative
When people tell me after seeing the film that they talked about it all night, or that it stayed with them for days, I feel successful. I’m happy that I’ve given them something to gnaw on.

4. Please address the music in the film. How did you find these particular songs?
Jonathan Snipes (who is half of the LA band, Captain Ahab) composed the soundtrack. When we discussed using source music, Jonathan suggested some of his friends from the LA band scene that he had played with - and so the soundtrack ended up having a great LA band sound: Sesku Roba, The Gowns, Health. I love that local bands contributed to the project, since the film was shot entirely on the streets of LA.  

Also, Rob Zabrecky, the lead singer and frontman of LA legendary band, Possum Dixon, makes a special cameo appearance as a carjacker in the beginning of the film.

5. When did you meet your collaborators? How did those partnerships come about?
I’m fortunate that the community of folks I went to UCLA with remains tight. It’s a really wonderful film school in that way. I had worked with both producer Rebecca Sonnenshine and DP Patti Lee on BUNNY – and editor Mischa Livingstone had cut a documentary of mine a few years ago. 

6. What was your favorite part of making REVERSION?
I loved working with the cast. Shooting the commune was fun – the ensemble cast had such great ideas and comedic instincts it was a real joy.
In particular, the three leads, Leslie Silva, Jason Olive and Tom Maden are wonderfully talented. They were all open to adventure, very responsive to direction and down for anything.
 
7. How do you think REVERSION fits into your personal growth as a director? How will it affect your future projects?
My goal in filmmaking is to share a point of view and I expect to continue down that path in many forms, whether it be in a gothic thriller, a raucous comedy or another lo-fi sci-fi, cinematic adventure.


























ABOUT THE PRODUCTION 

Mia Trachinger’s first feature film, BUNNY, was a critically well-received festival favorite that screened all over the world.  When it came time to embark on her next project, Trachinger chose an equally ambitious and original film.  Though REVERSION has a markedly different tone, visual style and rhythm than BUNNY, it returns to an alternate reality, a world in which the familiar and unfamiliar exist side by side.  “I love the idea of taking the everyday and adding one unusual element which stands everything ordinary on its head – calling attention to all the small details of our behavior and our daily lives that we often take for granted,” Trachinger says.  “It’s all about making the ordinary extraordinary.”

Putting her own unique spin on the lo-fi, sci-fi genre, Trachinger has created an allegorical tale in which a swath of society suffers from a genetic mutation – a missing gene that prevents them from experiencing time in a linear manner.  In the parallel universe of REVERSION, the characters endure life as a chaotic jumble of past, present, and future: actions have no consequences, destiny is written in stone, morality has no relevance.

While the world of REVERSION is decidedly sci-fi and extraordinary, its passionate love story is what makes the film a richly emotional experience.   Trachinger and casting director Elizabeth Campbell set out to assemble a cast that reflected the reality of Los Angeles.  Auditions were held over a period of two months.  “When Leslie Silva came in to read, Elizabeth and I were floored.  I can’t remember anything about the audition except that I couldn’t look anywhere else, except at Leslie.  I would simply describe her audition as catlike and arresting.  We were in a speechless stupor afterwards and once I regained my senses, I had to send Elizabeth running after Leslie to get her contact information.”  Once they had cast Leslie Silva as Eva, the search was intensified to find her an equally compelling Marcus.  “When Jason Olive read with Leslie, there was amazing chemistry between them.  I immediately knew they would make an incredible leading couple for the film,” Trachinger says.

The film was shot over fifteen days.  “Production was tough,” Trachinger says.  “It was quick and it was raw.  It’s incredible what we covered in 15 days. In fact I think much of the vitality and visceral energy of the film comes from our insistence of pushing ahead and making the film, despite not always having the right equipment or the right location – but just doing it.  The flexibility of using whatever is in front of you and making it work is something I really enjoy as a director.  It was an incredibly dynamic project.”
 
The streets of Hollywood and Los Feliz provided the backdrop for most of the action and resulted in a Los Angeles that is both familiar and fresh, gritty and glamorous.  “The streets that we shot on in East Hollywood are streets that I drive on every day.  For me, REVERSION is very much a regional film, even though it was shot in the heart of the film industry.  This is my neighborhood,” says Trachinger.  

To create a specific visual style for the production, Trachinger and cinematographer Patti Lee chose to shoot handheld digital.  “There was a certain raw energy and vitality to the script that Patti and I wanted to capture, so we decided to go hand-held for the entire production.  We also wanted a feeling of grittiness and rawness that would express the visceral smash-up existence of our characters,” she says.  Consequently, they put the camera in constant motion, used dynamic framing devices, and chose authentic locations to provide the texture, light, and color to complement the story.

After shooting her first feature on 16mm film, digital video was a revelation to Trachinger.  “I love the freedom of shooting digital – of not worrying if you’re rolling and you have to wait while another car passes before you can start the take.  We shot incredibly quickly and it looks beautiful.  I was able to concentrate on performance and not worry about how much film I was burning.  I’m a convert.  I love it.”

Ultimately, REVERSION is a striking personal vision of great imagination and uncommon depth.  It not only captures a distinctive panorama of Los Angeles, but it raises complex questions about love and violence, fate and human nature, morality and the true dimensions of time.  “I love films that start in one place and end somewhere else you couldn’t have imagined,” Trachinger says.  “Films that have a richness of intention and texture, that introduce you to a new world.  And, of course, films with strong performances.  Mostly I like films that give you something to gnaw on, films that make you think for days.  That’s a gift.  I guess that’s what I hope to give my audience, something to discuss and debate, a film that lingers and stays with you – and just maybe allows you see the world with a fresh perspective.”







CAST BIOS


LESLIE SILVA (EVA) –

A graduate of the Juilliard School, Leslie Silva made her professional stage debut in Chicago, directed by Sam Shepard and the late Joe Chaiken. She has worked Off- Broadway with some of the theater's most distinguished artists, including Shepard, Anna Deveare Smith, Andre Gregory and Wallace Shaun. Silva's television and film work includes starring roles on “Odyssey5” and “Providence”, as well as several guest and recurring roles on “The Agency”, “Numbers”, “Cold Case”, “ER”, “CSI”, “Homicide”, “Star Trek” and “Nurse Jackie”.

JASON OLIVE (MARCUS) –
Jason Olive graduated from the University of Hawaii where he received a BA in English Literature and minored in Theatre.  Jason embarked on his acting career in 1998. Since that time he has appeared in numerous TV commercials, films and TV shows. In a break out performance Jason played a lead role in the period piece “Feast of All Saints”, a film adapted from Anne Rice’s novel. In 2003 he wrapped a 9-month stint on ABC’s daytime show “All My Children” where he originated the role of Dr. Frank Hubbard. Jason then began work as Kate Hudson’s ‘fashionably- friendly- friend’ in “Raising Helen” directed by Garry Marshal. Olive, then appeared as a series regular on the critically acclaimed HBO comedy series “The Comeback” produced by Lisa Kudrow and Michael Patrick King.
The following year, Jason finished four films including lead roles in “A Jersey Christmas”, directed by Eric Weber, “Reversion” directed by Mia Trachinger, “Green Flash” directed by Paul Nihipali and a supporting role in Paul King’s “818”, an official selection at the 2011 Miami International Film Festival.
Olive then returned to comedy, playing a guest lead in Tyler Perry’s “House of Payne” and recurring roles on “The Game”,  CW’s “Melrose Place” and the FOX comedy “Traffic Light”. Currently, Jason can be seen in Greg Araki’s new critically acclaimed film “Kaboom”.






CREW BIOS


MIA TRACHINGER – Writer/Director/Producer

Los Angeles native Mia Trachinger earned an MFA in Directing from the UCLA School of Film, Theater and Television. After making several award-winning short films, Mia wrote and directed the feature film BUNNY, which went on to screen in film festivals around the world, including Toronto, San Sebastian, The Hamptons, and Los Angeles. BUNNY earned two Independent Spirit Award nominations (John Cassavetes Award and Someone To Watch Award) and won the Maverick Spirit Award at the Cinequest Film Festival. BUNNY received a national release through Madstone Films.
Mia’s sophomore feature, REVERSION, made its world premiere at the Sundance Film Festival and won the Indie Express Award at the St. Louis International Film Festival. Shortly there after, Mia participated in Film Independent’s Screenwriter’s Lab with the psychological thriller WHAT REMAINS. In 2011, Mia directed her sci-fi script EXPOSURE, for ITVS’ Future States series.

REBECCA SONNENSHINE – Producer

Rebecca Sonnenshine is a graduate of the UCLA School of Theater, Film and Television. She was the recipient of a Nicholl Fellowship in Screenwriting and has attended the Film Independent Director’s Lab and the Berlinale Talent Campus. She produced the feature films BUNNY and REVERSION. As a screenwriter, her credits include HAPPILY EVEN AFTER, AMERICAN ZOMBIE, THE HAUNTING OF MOLLY HARTLEY, and WITHIN.

PATTI LEE – Director of Photography

Born the youngest of five girls from a traditional Chinese American family, Patti Lee did the unthinkable and went into show business. After graduating UCLA’s film school, Patti Lee began her career lighting feature films, commercials and television shows, working first as a set lighting technician, then later as a gaffer. Lee’s career continued to rise, and she became Director of Photography on “The Bernie Mac Show” (FOX). Other cinematography credits include “Perfect Couples” (NBC/Universal), “Somebodies” (BET) and BUNNY, which was nominated for two Independent Spirit Awards.
In addition to shooting, Lee produced the acclaimed feature documentary, A SMALL ACT, which premiered at Sundance and can be seen on HBO. The film was named by Roger Ebert as one of “The Best Documentaries of 2010’



JONATHAN SNIPES – Composer

Jonathan Snipes is a composer and sound designer. On screen, his music has been heard in Reversion (Sundance Film Festival), Mask of the Ninja (Spike TV, 2008), , Snakes on a Plane (New Line Cinema, 2006), The Office (NBC, 2005-present), The Sarah Connor Chronicles (Fox, 2007-2009), Battlestar Galactica (SciFi, 2004-2009), and Meteor: Path to Destruction (NBC, 2009). On the stage, his work has been featured in Meditations on Virginity (National Theater in Warsaw, Poland, 2004) Nocturne (Black Dahlia Theater, 2004), Crumble (Moving Arts, 2005), Belfast Blues (Off-Broadway, 2004), and Sock & Shoe (Actors Gang, 2009). As “Captain Ahab”, Jonathan has written and recorded numerous albums for the record labels Deathbomb Arc (Los Angeles), Dual Plover (Australia), and Cock Rock Disco (Berlin). He has performed at some of the premier venues and festivals for electronic and music in the world including The Smell and the Knitting Factory in Los Angeles, Dour and Dissonant Festivals in Belgium, Bangface in London, Club Transmedial in Berlin, and The Golden Pudel in Hamburg. He is a founding member and resident composer of Three Chairs Theater Company.




























CAST LIST

Leslie Silva / Eva

Jason Olive / Marcus

Tom Maden / Ray

Jason Frost / Ian

Indira Gibson / Midge

Tate Hanyok / Page

Justin Huen / Lee

Jennifer Jalene / Irene

Ed Refuerzo / Surfer Nick

Ina Barron / Stephanie

Dream Kasestatad / Bad Guy #1

Mark Elias / Bad Guy #2

David Ury / Stranger



















CREW LIST

Mia Trachinger / Writer, Director, Producer

Rebecca Sonnenshine / Producer

Patti Lee / Director of Photography

Mischa Liningstone / Editor

Jonathan Snipes / Composer

Michelle Wang / Costume Designer

Elizabeth Campbell / Casting

Ulrich Schwarz / Line Producer, Co- Producer
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